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[Abstract] Huanggintang, with its accurate efficacy, is a classic formula specialized in treating dysentery recommended

and promoted by medical experts from successive generations, and it was included in the Catalogue of Ancient Classic
Prescriptions (the Second Batch, Han Chinese medicine prescriptions) published by the National Administration of Traditional
Chinses Medicine (TCM) in 2023. The method of bibliometrics was applied in this study to conduct textual research on the classic
formula Huangqintang and provide a literature reference for the development of modern preparations of Huangqintang. A total of
2 026 pieces of ancient literature were searched with "Huangqintang" as the key word, and 23 pieces of effective data were
selected, involving 15 ancient TCM books. The historic evolution, composition, dosage, origin, processing methods, preparation
and decocting methods, efficiency, and application of Huangqintang were carefully reviewed. The results showed that
Huangqintang was first recorded in the Treatise on Febrile Diseases written by ZHANG Zhongjing. It has the effect of clearing
heat, stopping dysentery, regulating the middle, and downbearing counterflow and has become one of the classic formulas widely
used in clinical practice. Because of its accurate efficacy, medical experts from later generations have modified it from its original
composition. Though many prescriptions have different names, it is the manifestation of physicians' inheritance and development of
the thought of ZHANG Zhongjing. Ancient literature showed this prescription had wide indications yet centered on digestive system
diseases such as dysentery and abdominal pain. Modern applications of Huangqintang involve digestive, respiratory,
ophthalmology and otolaryngology, gynecological, skin, musculoskeletal system, and connective tissue, and this prescription has
great potential in treating ulcerative colitis, diarrhea, acute enteritis, and damp-heat dysentery. Through a systematic textual
excavation and review of the ancient literature about Huangqintang, the paper has confirmed its key information, so as to provide a

scientific basis for the clinical application and new drug development of classic formulas.
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